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 Began in 2004 when study members were aged 13-14

 Sampled through schools 

 Annual surveys until 2010 when study members were age 19/20  

 Funded and managed by Department for Education

 Designed to study educational transitions 

National study following lives of 16,000 people born in 
England in 1989-1990 



 Now managed by Centre for Longitudinal Studies and 
funded by Economic and Social Research Council 

 Age 25 survey currently in the field 

 Content of the study has broadened at age 25 to reflect this 
transition

 Aim is to continue following study members into adulthood

 Previously called Longitudinal Study of Young People in 
England (LSYPE)  

Recently undergone a major transition – from a government 
study to an academic study



Why is Next Steps important? 
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Timeline of the studies

NCDS follows the lives of 17,000 
people who were all born in 
England, Scotland and Wales in a 
single week of 1958.
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The BCS70 study follows more 
than 17,000 people born in 
England, Scotland and Wales 
in a single week of 1970
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Timeline of the studies

MCS follows the lives of 
around 19,000 children born in 
the UK in 2000-01
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Timeline of the studies

Next Steps follows the lives of 
around 16,000 people living in 
England who were born in 
1989/90.
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 The “missing” cohort – young people born in the early 
‘90s

 Unique challenges of their generation 

 Only major national longitudinal study focussing on 
pathways through the teenage years and transitions 
into adulthood

 Has already been extensively used by analysts and 
policy makers across government 

Why is Next Steps important? 



 raising the participation age in formal education and 
training 

 improving the quality and choice of vocational 
qualifications 

 setting up the Educational Maintenance Allowance 

 strategy around bullying in schools

How has Next Steps made a difference? 



Sexual minorities more at risk of 
being bullied than heterosexual 
peers

New research using Next Steps data 
suggests that young people who identify 
as sexual minorities are at a greater risk of 
ever experiencing bullying and 
experiencing bullying frequently during 
compulsory schooling and in early 
adulthood. 

In the news



What does the Next Steps data include?
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Next Steps A study of people born in 1989/90



School years Early Adulthood

Family

Parental employment

Financial circumstances

Housing

Health

Behaviour

Educational attainment 

Educational aspirations

Subject choice

Views and expectations

Parental reports on relationship

Bullying

Educational transitions 

Family (partners, children)

Employment

Income

Housing

Health

Courses and qualifications

Sexual identity

Political engagement 

Locus of control 

Topics covered by life stage



More about the Age 25 Survey



Research questions at age 25 

How to ensure 
appropriate skills 

acquisition 

How this generation is 
getting on in the labour 

market

How to confront 
problems of mental 

health

How to combat the 
growth of obesity 

How to reduce 
inequalities 

How this generation 
has experienced a 

severe global 
recession 



 Household formation, relationships and fertility  

 Housing  

 Employment, income, education and training 

 Identity and participation 

 Health and well-being 

 Data linkage consents 

 Contact information 

Topics covered (45 minute interview)



 Tracing through administrative data and by CLS cohort 
maintenance team

 Participant engagement strategy 

 Mixed-mode design, and accompanying fieldwork protocols 

 Incentive   

 Interviewer training 

 Soft launch of ~2000 cases prior to main fieldwork 

Response maximisation 



 Brand

 Web and social media  

 Animated video 

 Participant pack/re-launch mailing 

 Survey materials 

Participant engagement 



Examples: website and materials 



Schedule for Next Steps Age 25 Survey

Activity Date

Transfer from Department for Education April 2013 – December 2013

Survey development, piloting and tracing January 2014 – July 2015

Main stage data collection August 2015 – May 2016

Data processing and cleaning, linking data June 2016 – December 2016

Data deposit and user training January – March 2017



Thanks to our funders and host institution



Thank you
Any questions?


