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• US national sample of 5,000 families in 1968
– Now consists of more than 10,000 families

• “Split-offs” continue to be followed
– 1968 family members are followed as they grow up and establish 

own economic family unit
– Multiple generations of family members are surveyed

• Oversamples of African-Americans and low-income 
households

• Post-1968 immigrants added in 1997 
– 21% Asian, 52% Latino

• Completed 38 waves over 47 years (as of 2015)
• Annual to 1997, biannual since then

• Consistently achieves 96–98% response rates

What is Panel Study of Income Dynamics?



PSID Design



Research Strengths of the PSID Design

• Longitudinal, multigenerational data allow 
social scientists to investigate:

– How individuals gain or lose economic, social, and 
personal resources over their lifetimes

– How and when these resources are transferred 
from parents to children 

– How and when children achieve more (or less) 
than their parents

– How families reproduce social and economic 
inequality over time 



Need for a PSID 
Child Development Supplement

• PSID tells us a lot about social and economic 
mobility between generations in adulthood

• Less about what happens to children in 
families to shape their adult outcomes

• Costly and time-consuming to add questions 
about children to PSID “core” interview

• Studies of child development typically require 
a different design



PSID Child Development Supplement 
(CDS I-III)

• Began in 1997 

• Up to two children/family aged 0–12 years in 
1997

– 3,563 children in 2,394 PSID families

• Cohort design, with three rounds of data 
collection: 

– 1997, 2002/03, & 2007/08

• Response rates of 88–91% each round



CDS I-III Sample
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• In-person home visits

– Primary and secondary caregiver interviews 

• Most completed by telephone

– Child interviews with ACASI component (age 8–17)

– Time diaries

– Achievement tests in reading and math (child and 
primary caregiver)

– Measured height and weight

• Links to contextual data (school, neighborhood)

Design of CDS I-III



• Child health, behavior, 
cognitive achievement

• Family routines, discipline 
practices, family conflict

• Attitudes about parenting

• Learning resources in the 
home

• Caregiver’s mental health, 
self-esteem

• Child’s school attendance

• Parent involvement in 
education

• Absent parent’s 
involvement with children

• School and neighborhood 
quality

• Children’s time use
• Older children’s self-

report of family and 
school experiences, social 
activities, sexual activity, 
drug and alcohol use

CDS Content



Transition into Adulthood Study (TAS)

• Children in the CDS cohort enter the “Transition into 
Adulthood” study at age 18

• Observe critical life stage transitions before young 
adults set up their own households
– Educational attainment
– Employment
– Family formation

• Interviewed every 2 years from 2005 to 2015 (ages 18-
27)
– Content overlaps with CDS and main Adult interview, plus 

life stage-specific items
– ~90% wave-to-wave  response rates



CDS I-III and TAS Design



Innovative Research with CDS I-III/TAS: 
Time Diaries

• Hofferth (2010) – Home Media Use and Children’s 
Achievement and Behavior, Child Development
– Documents home computer use among children 6-12 and 

race/gender variation in the association of home computer 
use with verbal and mathematics achievement at ages 12-
18

• Hsin and Felfe (2014) – When Does Time Matter? 
Maternal Employment and Child Development, 
Demography
– Time with mothers in educational/structured activities 

positively associated with children’s cognitive achievement



Innovative Research with CDS I-III/TAS: 
Longitudinal Analysis

• South and Lei (2015) - Failures-to-Launch and 
Boomerang Kids: Contemporary Determinants 
of Leaving and Returning to the Parental 
Home, Social Forces

– Identify experience of physical violence and 
parents’ poor health as causes of delayed 
homeleaving or returning home in early 
adulthood



Innovative Research with CDS I-III/TAS: 
Intergenerational Analysis

• Sharkey and Elwert (2012) – The Legacy of 
Disadvantage: Multigenerational Neighborhood Effects 
on Cognitive Ability, American Journal of Sociology
– Growing up in a poor neighborhood in one generation 

affects the cognitive ability of children in the next 
generation

• Vandewater et al. (2013) - Intergenerational Transfer of 
Smoking Across Three Generations and Forty-five 
Years, Nicotine and Tobacco Research
– Document robust parent-to-child transmission of smoking 

behavior over the last half-century



2014 Child Development Supplement

• Collecting data on next generation of PSID children in 
2014–2015
– Includes all children in families aged 0-17 years

• Shift from a cohort model to collecting data on all
PSID children every 6 years
– In steady-state: 

• Each wave adds new children born since previous wave

• Observe children 3 times from birth to age 17 years

• Numerous cohort and period comparisons possible

• Collect data by telephone, mail, and in-person
– Primarily telephone with in-person supplement for 50% 

of families

• Eligible sample: 5,800 children from 3,200 families



CDS-2014

• About ¼ of children in new CDS have parents 
who were members of the original CDS 
cohort

• Cohort differences in children born 1985–
1997 (original CDS) with those born 1997–
2013 (new CDS)

• New CDS unique in the U.S.—no other 
nationally-representative longitudinal study 
of children planned or underway

• Complements other international child 
studies
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• Linkage with individual administrative records 
– Birth records, school records (state standardized test scores)

• Saliva collection 
– For subsequent genetic analysis

• Questionnaire content
– Roster with each HH resident’s relationship to each child
– Computer and media use (Child and Caregiver interviews)

• Behaviors
• Rules
• Knowledge

– Current child care arrangements for all children up to 6
th

grade
– Updated content on drug and alcohol use
– Children’s prosocial behavior (5 items from SDQ)

Novel Content in New CDS-2014



Future CDS Developments

• Public release of CDS-2014 in Spring 2016

• New PSID “Transition into Adulthood” 
study in 2017 with biennial waves

• New PSID immigrant refresher in 2016–
2017, before the next round of CDS

• Next round of CDS planned for 2020

• Collect saliva samples and genetic markers 
for remainder of the PSID sample
– Planned collection on all 25,000 individuals in 

PSID



Further Information

• PSID website:

– www.psidonline.org

– Public use data (restricted data also available)

• PSID/CDS investigators

– Narayan Sastry (nsastry@umich.edu)

– Paula Fomby (pfomby@umich.edu)

– Kate McGonagle (kmcgon@umich.edu)

http://www.psidonline.org/
mailto:nsastry@umich.edu
mailto:pfomby@umich.edu
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