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Agenda - Questions?
LUCA DI GENNARO SPLENDORE - DEMOCRACY & OFFICIAL STATISTICS

• Is there a quantitative 
relationship between 
democracy and official 
statistics?  

• How can a democratic 
country organize an 
election without 
official statistics?
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World
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New Global Statistical Governance?Only Full Democracy
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Only Europe
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Latin America 
and the 

Caribbean
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The correlation between  

the Democracy Index and 
the Statistical Performance 

Indicators (SPI)  

for 2022 for 167

69%
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56%
The correlation between  

the Democracy Index 
and Open Data Inventory 

(ODIN)    

for 2022

41%
The correlation between  

the Democracy Index 
and Gender Data 

Compass 

for 2022/2023

broad def.



‘In a democratic society, the independence of  
official statistics has the same status as the  

freedom of speech for the citizens.’

Jeskanen-Sundström, 2007

‘Independence of Official Statistics, a Finnish Experience’. Seminar on Evolution of National Statistical Systems. 
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awareness

understanding



Constitutional guardians (UK)

‘For example, if the government is seen to 
have undue influence over the Electoral 
Commission, or the UK Statistics 
Authority, then trust in fair elections or 
accurate statistics will be undermined.’
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 UK Statistics Authority
written



NSOs are crucial to archive the SDG data

NSOs are in Sustainable Development Goals: SDG 17.18 and 17.19 

The SDG 17 promote the official 
statistics:   Number of countries that 
have national statistical legislation 
that complies with the Fundamental 
Principles of Official Statistics 
(Indicator 17.18.2)

Number of countries 
with a national 
statistical plan that is 
fully funded and under 
implementation, by 
source of funding 
Indicator 17.18.3 

Build on existing initiatives to 
develop measurements of progress 
on sustainable development that 
complement gross domestic 
product, and support statistical 
capacity-building in developing 
countries (Target 17.19) 
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• Fundamental Principles 
of Official Statistics  

• UN (2014)

‘Official statistics provide an 
indispensable element in the 
information system of a 
democratic society, serving the 
Government…’ 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS 

eurostat



• Keynes (p13, Ch 3) 
• Keynes, John Maynard (1940).!How to Pay for the War: A 

Radical Plan for the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Macmillan.

‘The statistics from which to build up these 
estimates are very inadequate. Every 
government since the last war has been 
unscientific and obscurantist, and has 
regarded the collection of essential facts as a 
waste of money’ 

KEYNES
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Popper, Shumpter, Sociology



!"#$%&'()*$+,)-.-'.$/01#2$34)'5$6.7)**$*(.,8!
!!

"#$!%&'()*!+,)-+-'+!').!/$!)!,#0$),$.(.1!2%0!,#$!3%*(-')*!+4+,$5!

6 "#$!789!%2!:*!8)*;)<%0!=)+!(.'%03%0),$<!(.!,#$!>$.,0)*!?).@!

6 A.!:'B)<%0!(.!CDCE!).!B.2%0$+$$.!0$+(1.)-%.!/4!,#$!789F+!GA7:>!(.!:'B)<%0H!I(0$',%0J!
,%%@!3*)'$!KB+,!%.$!=$$@!/$2%0$!,#$!$*$'-%.!<)4L!:;$04!789!#)+!)!+,)-+-')*!')*$.<)0J!
.%05)**4!30$M$+,)/*(+#$<!).<!<(++$5(.),$<!)!2$=!4$)0+!(.!)<;).'$L!

6 "#$! 7)-%.)*! ?B0$)B! %2! 8,)-+-'+! %2! >#(.)! +B+3$.<$<! <(++$5(.)-.1! <),)! %.! 4%B,#!
B.$53*%45$.,L!

6 "#$!N0$$@!1%;$0.5$.,!30%+$'B,$<!,#$!2%05$0!<(0$',%0!%2!789!N0$$'$!G:O8"P"H!

6 A7I:>!G789!P01$.-.)H!+BQ$0$<!)!*%,!%2!3%*(-')*!(.,$02$0$.'$!$+3$'()**4!%.!,#$!(.R)-%.!
0),$

LUCA DI GENNARO SPLENDORE - DEMOCRACY & OFFICIAL STATISTICS



• Official Statistics Awareness

• No scientific literature? Democracy does cause a good 
statistical system? 

• Who produces the data? 

• Governance?

9:;(0<$=:2>)21 
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Democracy Dies in 
Darkness  

without Official 
Statistics



Thank you!
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Democracy Dies in 
Darkness  

without Official 
Statistics



DATA
• Democracy Index and Freedom House 

• Statistical Performance Indicators 

• Open data and subcategories 

• Statistical Capacity Index (only Developing countries) 

• Who produces the data? Central bank, NSO, Gov 

• Gender data, minority and representation of minority 
group
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Reference Image

• https://freedomhouse.org/explore-the-map?type=fiw&year=2024 

• https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy_Index 

• https://the-media-leader.com/are-future-freedoms-of-expression-under-threat/ 

• https://sdgs.un.org/goals 

• https://www.dawn.com/news/1118784/when-maradona-sought-his-mothers-help-against-germany 

• https://www.bennettinstitute.cam.ac.uk/blog/blog-constitutional-guardians/ 

• https://www.phdadmission.in/blog/phd-in-sociology/ 

• https://www.stfspa.it/en/
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What is it going
to be about?

Buzz words, 
leitmotivs, 
tendencies 

International 
debate 

(strategic and 
expert level)

Policies & Data, 
Policies vs.

Data?

Data & 
Statistics, Data 
vs. Statistics?

Trust Communication

Sense of what 
we do

Asking (right) 
questions

Examples of 
concrete 

international 
initiatives and 

activities 







Do we make use of the 
buzzing?

Do we leverage the recurrent topics to make people understand what we stand for?

Why are we there?

Why cannot we be replaced?

What makes us different?

Where does our value lies?





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvHP2r4Z_r4


UNECE SDGs Communication Fortnights 
and their meaning

R.Bielak,  UNStatsComm Side Event Halfway to 2030 Agenda, 27 Feb
2024



https://statswiki.unece.org/download/attachments/401015496/Meeting%20notes_3rd%20fortnight_DataViz.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1686919965142&api=v2
https://statswiki.unece.org/download/attachments/401015496/TTCOM_4th%20fortnight_Data%20Viz_environment_meeting%20notes.pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1687881125434&api=v2
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=8012
https://statswiki.unece.org/display/SFSDG/COMMUNICATION
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=8012


https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/TFCC_Guidance_Draft_for_consultation_14Aug2023_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/TFCC_Guidance_Draft_for_consultation_14Aug2023_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/TFCC_Guidance_Draft_for_consultation_14Aug2023_0.pdf






Ethics
PUBLIC GOOD 

ENABLER of 
Social 

acceptance

TRUST 
vertical and 
horizontal

VALUE of 
statistics and 

data

UN FPOS and 
derivatives



https://unstats.un.org/unsd/dnss/gp/fp-english.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/quality/european-quality-standards/european-statistics-code-of-practice#:~:text=The%20European%20Statistics%20Code%20of%20Practice%20%28CoP%29%20is,standards%20for%20developing%2C%20producing%20and%20disseminating%20European%20statistics.
https://www.oecd.org/statistics/good-practice-toolkit/
https://www.isi-web.org/isi-declaration-professional-ethics-0
https://iaos-isi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Rationale-for-Krakow-Group_IAOS2022-Special-Event.pdf
https://w3.unece.org/fpos30/
https://unstats.un.org/UNSDWebsite/statcom/session_55/side-events/UN55SC-MondayHLF-26Feb2024.pdf


https://unece.org/VOS


https://unece.org/statistics/events/CES2023


https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/ECE_CES_2022_29-2208645E_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/ECE_CES_2022_29-2208645E_0.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2022-06/ECE_CES_2022_29-2208645E_0.pdf
https://content.iospress.com/articles/statistical-journal-of-the-iaos/sji210789
https://content.iospress.com/articles/statistical-journal-of-the-iaos/sji210789
https://content.iospress.com/articles/statistical-journal-of-the-iaos/sji210789
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Data_stewardship_Publ_PrePrint_2.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Data_stewardship_Publ_PrePrint_2.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Data_stewardship_Publ_PrePrint_2.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/Data_stewardship_Publ_PrePrint_2.pdf
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Quality Reports - Building Trust 
in Official Statistics in Kenya  

Gichunji Kariuki , Statistician
Sampling Methods and Standards
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics





What is a 
great 

product?







Background -2

Kenya National Bureau of
Statistics(KNBS)started producing
quality reports for statistical
products classified as official
statistics





Quality Reports -1

What is a 
quality 
report 
(QR) ?

A document 
describing the 

quality  of a 
product in 

relation to all 
relevant quality 

dimensions/ 
components

A. General Information
B. Quality Dimensions
i. Relevance
ii. Methodological soundness
iii.Accuracy &Reliability
iv.Timeliness & Punctuality
v.Accessibility and Clarity
vi.Coherence and 

Comparability/consistency







Develop at least 3 
quality reports for each 
directorate (total of 9) 

Develop Quality 
Reports for all KNBS 

products

Long term

Develop quality 
reports for all 

official statistics in 
Kenya

Goals

Short Term
2023/24

Midterm
2027





Thank  you

www.knbs.or.ke

Kenya Stats

KNBStats


	Diapositiva 1
	Diapositiva 2
	Diapositiva 3

