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The  International  
Statistical 

Literacy Project

The International Statistical Literacy Project has
its origin on the mid nineties of the 20th Century,
but it was until 2007 that came up the idea of a
competition with high school and junior high
students, having its first edition at international
level in 2008-2009.



The poster 
competition

Then, the competition became a poster 
competition in 2010 and has been running since 
then in that format, and with the support of the 
country coordinators in each participating 
country. Mexico has been in all the competitions 
since 2008.





Mexico and some 
challenges

Besides the administrative and operative 
challenges, one of the biggest issues was 
precisely the lack of statistical formation and 
statistical literacy among not just our 
participants, but as well among the teachers 
guiding them. 





So, the country coordinators in Mexico had to find 
our way not just to organize the national phase of 
the competition, but also to improve the 
statistical formation and literacy.





One route of action was not just inviting the 
students to participate in the competition but 
also offering them and their teachers as well a 
quick course on Statistics, statistics literacy, the 
use of some software -TinkerPlots, Fathom or 
JMP- and a glance to what the ISLP is, reviewing 
the posters of former competitions in the site with 
the proper discussions.





A second pathwas through one working group 
within the UNAM known as SUMEM, which at 
some point proposed standards on Mathematics 
for the three high school systems held by the 
UNAM. The standards proposed specifically for 
statistics included statistics literacy; these ideas 
alter led to some scholar syllabus to introduce 
statistical literacy in their Statistics contents.





And another way has been an encounter held 
every two years, some weeks before the 
international competition, among the national 
winners of the Latin American countries 
participating, in which the national winners and 
their teachers briefly present and explain their 
posters.





Thank you



How to increase the 
reach of statistical 
literacy initiatives?

Bianca Walsh
National School of Statistical Sciences IBGE



Initiatives  at IBGE



IBGExplica









IBGEduca









Census  in schools



School children presenting the results
of their Census at ENCE



ENCE graduation students facilitating 
activities about graphics in the public 
school



Overcoming 
limitations





Metrics on the posts with the results of 
Census 2022

Source: Instagram Analytics



Most impactful carousel post

Source: Instagram Analytics



A video post with age pyramid animation

https://www.instagram.com/p/C0zWeCCuEx5/





Printed folder with activities for teachers



Printed folder with activities for teachers





Testing materials in the school



Testing materials in the school





Thank  you
bianca.walsh@ibge.gov.br



Improving statistical literacy:
Best practices and challenges

Elisa Falck
ISLP Project Coordinator



Introduction





Concepts and 
relevance





Key actors  in the  
field





Scoping  
review  2024

The purpose of the scoping review of 206 NSO sites in 

the world was to 

i. Outline:

a. Whether the sites mentions statistical education

and/or statistical literacy;

b. Whether the site has materials and resources for

statistical education and/or statistical literacy.

ii. Extract:

a. Examples of good practices from the field of

statistical education and/or statistical literacy.Source: Falck, Campos, D'Amelio, 
Helenius 2024, unpublished
article



Statistical literacy in 
the NSOs



Statistical  literacy  in the  NSOs

Competitions

Workshops, seminars, webinars, school visits

NSO statistical learning materials
Partnering with universities and other co -

operation partners and organizing educational 
programmes and courses in co -operation

Source: Falck, Campos, 
D'Amelio, Helenius 2024, 
unpublished article







Challenges

Lack of resources : funds, human
resources, know-how
Technology (software and skills)
Statistics and statistical literacy

not represented in the curriculum
Low interest of policy -makers and

society
Lack of interest in statistics affects

teachers and students
Influence of the pandemic

Source: Falck, Campos, D'Amelio, 
Helenius 2024, unpublished
article







Thank  you

Reach  out : 
Elisa Falck, islp.coordination@gmail.com







Reaching out future users 
of  information



Reaching out future users 
of  information Young data users Thematic courses

A close collaboration between INEGI and the Ministry 
of  Education.

Since 2008 , INEGI designs the contents of  the Geographical 
Atlas of  Mexico for the 3rd grade in elementary school. Since 
2023 it́s called Cartography of  Mexico and the world. 

The Cartography of  Mexico and the world is part of  the syllabus in 
public and private schools throughout the country.

Cartography of  Mexico and the world
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